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Veterans & Families Counselling     
 

OPEN ARMS  
 

1800 011 046 

  RICOCHET 

The Anzac legacy was not etched 

into stone at Anzac Cove, Governor-

General William Hurley said at an 

Anzac Day service in Darwin, but 

has evolved with each and every 

operation Australia has been in-

volved in. 

“And for well over 100 years we 

have seen the Anzac legacy reflect-

ed in the manner Australians go 

about their daily lives, particularly 

when faced with adversity,” he said. 

“In recognising that the Anzac leg-

acy was not etched into stone at An-

zac Cove, we should also recognise 

that the current generation of serving 

men and women has successfully 

built on that legacy in their own way. 

“In saying this, I also acknowledge 

that many veterans have experi-

enced difficulties as a result of their 

service. We must support those who 

serve, and those who have served 

and their families.” 

He said our Defence personnel 

had continued to serve in the air, at 

sea and on land, in a variety of thea-

tres and on operations all around the 

world. 

“They have shown endurance, 

sacrifice, mateship and courage – 

the words we talk about as the An-

zac legacy – in a way that would 

make our forebears proud. 

“We see it in many areas of civil-

ian life. We also see it in our wonder-

ful Defence families. 

“Let’s think about those words: 

endurance, sacrifice, mateship and 

courage. They are words we associ-

ate with this legacy. They are ab-

stract in nature, but I believe that 

they can be interpreted in the follow-

ing manner: 

“That if you give us a job to do, 

we’ll do our darndest to get it done. 

“We’ll do it in a way that makes 

you proud. 

“While we’re doing it – and after-

wards – we will look after our mates. 

“As a nation, we’ve seen exam-

ples of this recently in the way we 

have responded to fire, flood, 

drought and the pandemic.” 

DAWN service at Caloundra (RSL Caloundra  photo). More on Anzac Day inside.  

ANZAC legacy always evolving 
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VIETNAM VETERANS  

ASSOCIATION  

SUNSHINE COAST 

 SUB-BRANCH Inc. 

 

PATRON: Laurie Drinkwater 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

President   Michael Howe JP (Qual) 

Senior V/President  Garry King 

Junior V/President  Gordon Hall 

Secretary              Garry King 

Treasurer   Glen Preston 

Committee Members:   

 Pieter Reus  (Membership) 

 Kerry White  (Ricochet Editor) 

 John Cunnington (VV Day) 

 Athol Johnson (Merchandise) 

 Christine Wessels (Assistant Secretary) 

 Margo Christie (Office Manager) 

            Col Parkin 

 John Huxham  

 Bob Johnson 

 

OFFICE BEARERS 

   

Digger Hat Jewellery  Scotty  NFI 

Thursday Breakfast  Geoff Jewell 

Honorary Lawyer  Noel Woodall 

Honorary Chaplain  Arthur Fry 

Auditor   Frank Redpath 

Advertising/Marketing Michael Sheahan 

Info. Tech. Manager  Mike Holt 

Grants Officer   Michael Howe 

 

ADVOCATE TEAM 

Compensation Advocates 

Helena Smith JP (Qual) 0439241442 

Hospital Visitation  

Alec Chesters   54761594 

Mentor/Assessor 

Helena Smith   0439241442 

Suicide Prevention 

Helena Smith   0439241442 

 

Air Force Association (vacant) 

Tracker Dogs Assn.  Ian Atkinson 

Mooloolaba Surf Club Kevin Lynch 

Buderim Hospital  Alec Chesters 

Army Cadets/ARES  Squizzy Taylor 

Air Force Cadets  (vacant) 

Naval Cadets   Carl Britz 

 

VVAASC SUB-BRANCH  

DROP-IN-CENTRE 

Located at the rear of the Library Complex Administration Building 

(upstairs) , Cnr Sixth Avenue and Beach Parade, Cotton Tree.  

 

Office Phone 54794552 Fax. 5479 4558.  
E–mail: secretaryvvaasc@gmail.com 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS: The Drop-In Centre hours 
have been extended — now open Monday to 
Friday 0900 to 1300   (9am — 1 pm).  
 

 
 

  

Department of  

Veterans’ Affairs 
  

Veterans’ Advice Network (VAN)  
129 Horton Parade, Maroochydore, QLD 4558.      

Free call to Brisbane Office  1800 555 254  
 

DISCLAIMER: The committee of Vietnam Veteran Association of Australia Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Inc. and its individual members take no responsibility for 

errors, omissions or inaccuracies in this newsletter, nor accept liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from the use of information contained in 

this newsletter, and do not warrant that opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, this 

Sub-branch or the Sub-branch Committee, including individual members. 

Veterans & Families Counselling     
 

OPEN ARMS  
 

24 Hour Crisis Line Toll Free  

1800 011 046 
PO Box 1797, (or 129 Horton Parade) Maroochydore, QLD, 4558  

 

This service provides counselling and support to all veterans of  overseas 
conflicts. The families of Vietnam Veterans are also able to receive counselling 
through us. Group programmes include the Lifestyle Management Program (5 
days live-in with partner) and the Heart Safe Program (12 month gym). Other 
therapeutic/educational groups are being planned for the Sunshine Coast.      
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On Anzac Day Ian Atkinson (top) salutes as surf boat and outrigger crews 

pay tribute at Mooloolaba Surf Club’s COVID-restricted dawn service 

(photo Chantelle Minter); at Cotton Tree community service (above from 

left) Paul Warren (retired Wing Commander RNZAF), Gordon Hurford 

(veteran and retired Colonel ARA) and Maroochy RSL President, veteran 

Michael Liddelow (photo from Maroochy RSL); and (below) Light Horse 

contingent at Maleny (photo Maleny RSL Facebook page).  

MORE PHOTOS PAGES 14, 15 

Anzacs helped shape 

identity of a nation  
Anzac Day in no way glorifies war, but is about honouring ordinary peo-

ple who were asked to do extraordinary things for their country, veteran 

and retired Colonel Gordon Hurford told the Anzac Day community ser-

vice at Cotton Tree Cenotaph. 

In a message specifically aimed at young people, he said they “did 

so to the very best of their ability and at a significant personal cost”.     

“Those young men exhibited loyalty, mateship, courage and endur-

ance because they thought that what they were fighting for was worth 

the sacrifice.  Would you feel the same way if you were called upon to 

defend our freedoms and our way of life? 

“Today serves to remind ourselves that we value who we are and the 

freedoms we have, and to acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of 

those who contributed so much in shaping the identity of this proud na-

tion. Today we also acknowledge those who continue to serve at home 

and abroad.   

“Our freedom came at a price so we honour their sacrifice.  

“And please remember that our freedom only 

survives   as   long   as   you   are   willing   to   

defend  it.  

“Today is our day ─ a day to remember with 

affection the courage of people and the value of 

friendship ─ to honour the dead and to 

acknowledge those who suffer still from the effects 

of war. We do not celebrate victory or glorify war ─ 

we celebrate the human spirit ─ the spirit of An-

zac.”  

Mr Hurford said later: “I quizzed my young 

grandchildren about what I said and they must 

have been listening well as they could tell me what 

I asked them to do.  I thought that was cool.” 

In his address, he also said: “Gallipoli was a 

battle we lost, so why do we celebrate defeat. One 

answer is, I believe, that we never did set out to 

celebrate victory, but to honour the sacrifice. Had 

we wanted to choose a victory, we had plenty of 

other opportunities in our military heritage.  

“The influence of the Gallipoli campaign on the 

national life of Australia and New 

Zealand is now etched far too deeply 

to fade.  It was at Gallipoli that the 

true Australian nationhood was born.  

We stand and dedicate Anzac Day to 

the memory of those who fell in all 

wars.” 

Gordon Hurford AM, MID was 
called up for National Service in 
1965, became a commissioned of-
ficer and joined the Regular Army. 
Overseas postings included Vietnam 
and after a 31-year career he retired 
as a Colonel. He and Julie live on the 
Sunshine Coast. 
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The royal commission into veteran suicides must occur in 

conjunction with the National Commissioner (for Defence and 

Suicide Prevention), to ensure there is scope to return and 

gauge whether recommendations have been implemented, 

GP and former Army Major Dr Kerry Summerscales said. 

“Otherwise it is just another report that can be filed away 

with no consequences,” she said. “We need someone to ask, 

‘Did you implement it? No? Why not?’,” she said in an article 

on the Royal Australian College of General Practice website. 

Under the current plan, the Royal Commission into De-

fence and Veterans Suicide is set to compliment the newly-

created National Commissioner, and examine the systemic 

issue of suicide of Australian Defence Force (ADF) members 

and veterans. It will also track the experiences of ADF mem-

bers and veterans who may be at risk of suicide, as well as of 

those transitioning from active service. 

The royal commission’s final terms of reference will be de-

termined following a period of consultation with the veteran 

community and state and territory governments. 

“It is expected to examine the systemic issues and contrib-

uting risk factors relevant to defence and veteran suicide, 

including: contribution of pre-service, training, service, transi-

tion and post-service issues; relevance of service, posting 

history and rank of the ADF member or veteran manner of 

recruitment into the ADF and subsequent transition; availabil-

ity, quality and effectiveness of health, wellbeing and support 

services,” the article says. 

“Details on how information about individuals is shared and 

how their mental and physical health are captured during en-

listment and during and after service will also be examined. 

“Importantly, the risk factors of defence members and vet-

erans who have attempted or contemplated suicide or have 

other lived experiences of suicide will be a focus of the in-

quiry, as well as assessing the quality and availability of sup-

port services for families and colleagues affected by a sui-

cide. 

Dr Summerscales said: “Families no doubt will be happy 

with the announcement; however, it is imperative that the cor-

rect people are engaged. Veterans and their families need to 

be engaged, listened to, and open and frank discussions 

need to occur.  

“In addition, this needs to occur with professionals and 

those who have knowledge and research to support their 

point of view to reduce ADF and veteran stress and suicide.” 

“And not just deployments and PTSD [post-traumatic 
stress disorder],” she said. “Moral injury needs to be as-
sessed, along with a myriad of other factors contributing to 

suicide.”   

Royal Commission  

needs follow-up 
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Firstly let me thank all who participated in the Anzac Sales promotion 

over the four days leading up to Anzac Day 2021. 

Stocks were a little low in some areas, but we managed to gain a max-

imum result overall. 

With an approximate sales figure of nearly $8000 both President Mick 

and myself would like to congratulate all concerned. 

I trust your Anzac Day Commemoration was an enjoyable one and not 

too restricted by the current COVID concerns. 

Mick Howe and myself attended an invite-only affair at Mooloolaba 

Surf Club and enjoyed a gunfire breakfast with like-minded veterans from 

all three services. 

Many thanks to Ian Atkinson and Rick Brittain for the invite. 

With another long weekend coming up for Labour Day recently, the 

weekly roster for duty officers has been in some turmoil, but we should 

now see the roster settle into some normality. 

If you feel you would like to volunteer in some form for the association, 

don't hesitate to contact any member of the committee for assistance.  

We are always needing to add to our volunteer list as 

members continue to become unable to continue with 

some tasks. 

Stay well and stay safe. 
 

Kind regards, 

Garry King 

From the Secretary Premiere for new  

Vietnam Requiem  

The premiere performance of the Vi-

etnam Requiem national commemo-

rative musical work will be presented 

in Canberra early in June. 

It has been created by some of 

Australia’s leading composers and 

will be performed by Little Pattie, 

Normie Rowe, John Schuman, the 

RMC Duntroon Band, Canberra Sym-

phony Orchestra and choirs.  

The requiem is the third in the 

Flowers of War series of national 

commemorative musical works.   

It is intended to “create a deeper 

understanding of the Vietnam War by 

showing all perspectives through the 

power of music and imagery.” 

The requiem has been commis-

sioned by DVA and AWM. More infor-

mation: theflowersofwar.org 
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The anniversary of one of the most 

famous battles involving Australian 

forces goes all but unnoticed, but is 

still commemorated annually. 

It is the Battle of Kapyong during 

the Korean War which prevented 

Seoul, the Korean capital, from fall-

ing into enemy hands. On the night 

of 22 April 1951, Chinese forces 

launched a major offensive against 

United Nations forces defending the South Korean capital, 

Seoul, and positions further east.  

Throughout the night the Chinese repeatedly pressed 

the Australian positions, attacking in waves over their own 

dead and wounded. 

Next morning the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade, 

which included 3 Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, 

was ordered to the valley of the Kapyong River about 60 

km north-east of Seoul, where South Korean forces were 

being driven back. 

During a night of fierce fighting and throughout the day-

light hours of 24 April the Australians and a Canadian bat-

talion, supported by a New Zealand artillery regiment, 

stalled the Chinese advance before 

eventually withdrawing after dark.  

      At a cost of 32 men killed, 59 

wounded and three missing (taken 

prisoner), the Australians had 

helped hold up the Chinese 60th 

Division and inflicted heavy casual-

ties which totalled more than 500 

killed alone.  

      For their contribution to this ac-

tion, 3 RAR was awarded a US Presidential Citation. 

Presentation parade pictured. 

“At last I felt like an Anzac, and I imagine there were 600 

others like me,” said Captain Reg Saunders, Officer Com-

manding, C Company, 3 RAR, afterwards. 

Kapyong came to be the most significant and important 

battle for Australian troops in Korea. 

The end of the war came with the signing of an armistice 

on 27 July 1953, three years and one month after it began.  

It had been one of the bloodiest wars of the century. 
Nearly four million Koreans and Chinese were killed - more 
than half the dead were Korean civilians. Australian casu-
alties numbered over 1500, including 340 dead. 

—from Australian War Memorial. 

Kapyong Battle saved Seoul from China 
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A book of raffle tickets for the Vietnam Veterans Associ-

ation Sunshine Coast Sub-Branch Annual Raffle is en-

closed in this edition of Ricochet.  

It will be drawn on 18 August in the function room at 

the Maroochy RSL during the VV Day luncheon. 

Tickets are $1 each or $10 for the book. The raffle 

helps to augment the cost of hosting the Vietnam Veter-

ans Day Toast to the War Dogs ceremony at Alexandra 

Headland, the Memorial Service at the Cotton Tree 

Cenotaph and the luncheon at the Maroochy RSL. 

The sub-branch is fortunate to have two unique priz-

es for the raffle donated by two renowned artists. This is 

the first time the Association has been able to offer art-

work of such quality. 

Peter  Muraay Djeripi Mulcahy is an  Aboriginal artist 

who is based in Noosa. The painting he has donated is 

titled “Mirii Dhaagan” (Star Brothers). He is a descend-

ant of the Gamilaroi people of Central Northern New 

South Wales and is both a cultural teacher and profes-

sional artist. His works have been sold both nationally 

and internationally since 1995. 

Peter has recently opened Giaungan Gallery in 

Tewantin which is a fine quality Aboriginal Art Gallery. 

He invites all Australians to come and share in “our an-

cient culture and let it bring to all a deeper sense of 

knowing our unique standing as Australians.” 

If members would like see more of Peter’s work, he 
can be contacted via the email or phone details below 
or just pop into the Tewantin studio. Make sure you let 
him know you are a VVAASC member (for special 
deals).  

— continued page 11. 

Our annual raffle launched  
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Mobile + Clinic Denture Service
Repairs while you wait OR 

we pick up and return 

 DVA Gold Card holders welcome
 Complete mobile denture service

 New full or partial dentures
 Same day reline service

 Implant retained dentures
 Over 35 years experience
 Recognised by all major health funds

 Express service available

Darren Fletcher
Dip D.T Adv Dip D.P. (Syd)

Dental Prosthetist

07 5444 6116
1/130 Brisbane Rd, Mooloolaba
E: reception@advanceoral.com.au

W: www.advanceoraldentures.com.au

Advance Oral Denture Clinic

FROM THE EDITOR 

IN LAST month’s Ricochet I wrote about 

a Legends in Concert show I had been 

to at Caloundra Events Centre, particu-

larly about the appearance of legendary 

singer – and fellow Nasho – Normie 

Rowe. 

I also referred to, and responded to 

conjecture over the years that Normie’s 

call-up had been rigged for PR purposes 

and his birthday had not actually come 

out in the ballot.  

His birthday, 1 February 1947, was 

not in the “original” ballot for that age 

group, but did come out in a 

“supplementary ballot” on 8 September 

1967 for those who were “absent from 

Australia when their age group was re-

quired to register”.        Normie had been 

in England recording hits in 1966, so it 

seemed fair enough he became eligible 

in the supplementary ballot.   

But therein lies a tale, even a scan-

dal. By chance an article in The Week-

end Australian (24-25 April 2021, Alan 

Howe) says that it had 

been “arranged” for 

Normie’s birthday to be 

included in that supple-

mentary ballot and was 

the work of one Colonel 

Beverly Smith, an Army 

PR officer, and others. 

Apparently, Smith 

thought it would be a “PR coup” like the 

call-up of Elvis Presley was for the US. 

Before his death he confessed this to his 

son, Grant Coultman-Smith, ironically a 

Vietnam veteran, saying: “We fixed the 

dates. We got him in”.  He had ex-

pressed concern as to how Normie was 

doing.  

The article also relates how Normie 

was detailed on his first morning in 

country for a PR opportunity where not 

only did he come across lots of dead 

enemy bodies from an ambush the pre-

vious day, but witnessed an “engineer’s 

burial” when the corpses were put into a 

pile up and blown up.   

In later years when PTSD became 

apparent, the event became a “deep 

stressor”. 

Not that he is bitter. He thinks he is 
fortunate to call Australia home: “It is 
why I get so angry when people treat 
Anzac Day so badly,”  he said. 
 

Cheers 
Kerry White,  
Editor   
 

 

PICTURED ABOVE: Normie recording 
at a US studio for a Christmas show 
(left); and as a newly promoted crew 
commander . 
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JC’s BEFUDDLEMENT PAGE ….    

 ALL ANSWERS PAGE 18 

1. What is the official language of Canada? (a) 

English (b) French (c) English/French equally 

2. What is the national animal of Pakistan? (a) 

Peacock (b) Markhor (c )Lion 

3. A la Crecy is a French dish made of what? (a) 

Apples (b) Carrots (c) Potatoes 

4. Which core ingredient is important to cook a 

savoury dish? (a) Salt (b) Butter (c) Sugar 

5. How many colours in the Rainbow? (a) Three (b) 

Five (c) Seven 

6. Which is ingredient found in traditional garam 

masala spice? (a) Turmeric (b) Red 

 Chilli Powder (c) Salt 

7. Which religion has a God specified for each (a) 

Rain (b) Money (C) Children and Love? . (a) 

Islam (b) Hinduism (c) Buddhism 

8. What does independence mean? (a) Permission 

(b) Freedom (c) Goodwill 

9. What is the capital city of Pakistan? (a) Lahore (b) 

Karachi (c) Islamabad 

10. How many planets in the universe? (a) Five (b) 

Ten (c) Nine 

11. Which is the closest planet to earth? (a) Mars (b) 

Jupiter (c) Saturn 

12. Which popular Hollywood actor won the 

prestigious best actor Oscar award in 2016? (a) 

Johnny Depp (b) Leonardo Di Caprio (c) Matt 

Damon 

13. Joey is the popular character of which television 

series? (a) How I met your mother (b) Friends 

(c) Rampage 

14. What is the term ‘Lexicon’ used for?

(a)  Dictionary (b) Book (c) Calculator 

15. Who won the Grammy best singer and album 

award in 2017? (a) Adele (b) Beyoncé 

 (c) Lady Gaga 

16. In which Hollywood movie did the actor Bill 

Paxton portray the role of Fred Haise? (a) 

Apollo 11 (b) Matrix (c) Gladiator 

17.  What is the Capital of Spain? (a) Madrid (b) 

Athens (c) Barcelona 

18. Which is the most popular social media network? 

(a) Facebook  (b) Instagram (c) Twitter 

19. What is the average weight of the human brain? 

(a) 14 kilos (b) 14 grams (c) 4 kilos 

20. What is a helpful remedy for stomach ache? (a) 

Mint leaves (b) Green chilli (c) Hazelnuts 

TRIVIA ……………………………………………………………... 
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AT THE funeral for  their mate, 

Warren  Bishop, in Nambour were 

comrades (from left) John En-

chong, who conducted the Poppy 

Service representing Nambour RSL 

Sub-Branch, Chris Sinclair (8 Pla-

toon Commander, 8RAR), Bruce 

Neal, Charlie Lockhart, Paul Rob-

erts, Len Thompson (sitting), Ian 

Anderson, Chad Sherrin MM (8 Pla-

toon Sgt), Bill Watson 

(background), Alec Chesters, Jim 

Powell and Ken Falvey. Warren  

served in 8 Platoon. An obituary 

appeared in the previous Ricochet. 

Trio makes history 
A Nowra-based crew has made Aus-
tralian history by becoming the first 
all-female flight team to operate an 
MH-60R Seahawk helicopter. Pilot 
Lieutenant Rhiannon Thomson, avi-
ation warfare officer Royal Navy 
Lieutenant Hannah Best and sensor 
operator Leading Seaman Clare Las-
sam, from 725 Squadron, flew the 
routine shift from HMAS Albatross 
at Nowra. 
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When you’re laughing, the whole world laughs with you 

─ continued from page 7 
 

While part of Peter’s art is upmarket, he also has art-

work that is very affordable. Email:- mul-

cahy@spiderweb.com.au Mobile: 0401742678. 

Jackie Coghill is a gifted hobby artist based in Bris-

bane who enjoys exploring different mediums to portray 

her art. She concentrates mainly on portrait work, most-

ly of animals, and especially elephants. 

This painting is titled "TSWANA", which means 

'unstoppable/the forceful one" in Bantu and is based on 

a tutorial from Charla Maarschalk,  done mostly in acryl-

ics, and is intended to bring awareness of the plight of 

these animals, along with many other species, who are 

facing extinction due to poaching and destruction of 

habitat. 

Jackie is in demand for portraits by families and es-

pecially those who want to immortalise animals. Her 

artwork is breathtaking and certainly affordable. Jackie 

can be contacted via the details below. Once again, en-

sure you let Jackie know you are a member of the asso-

ciation. Email: jackiecoghill@yahoo.com.au Mobile: 

0400522038 

Note. Images of the paintings will be sent out via a 

Heads-Up where they can be viewed in colour. 

It would be appreciated if raffle butts could be re-
turned to the Drop-In Centre as soon as practicable.  
(PO Box 533 Cotton Tree  Qld 4558). Extra tickets can 
be obtained from the Drop-In Centre.  

– from John Cunnington. 

A letter arrives in the mail from: The 

Rescue Mission, 182 Elliot Street, 

London SW1 2BJ. 

It reads: Dear  Sir, Perhaps you 

have heard of  me and my nation-

wide campaign in the cause of tem-

perance. Each year for the past four-

teen, I have made a tour of the North 

of England, including Liverpool and 

Manchester, where I have made a 

series of lectures on the evils of 

drinking. On the tour I have been 

accompanied by a young man of 

good family and  excellent back-

ground in a pathetic example of a life 

ruined by excessive  indulgence in 

alcohol and sex. 

David would appear with me  at 

the lectures, and sit on the platform, 

wheezing and staring at the audi-

ence  through bleary bloodshot 

eyes, sweating profusely, picking his 

nose, passing  wind  and making 

obscene  gestures,  while I would 

point him  out as an example of what 

drinking etc. can do to a  person. 

Last summer unfortunately David 

died. A mutual friend has given me 

your name, and I was wondering if 

you would care to take David’s place 

on my next tour.— from Mick Howe) 

 

Apologies to the good politicians 

out there: A noted psychiatrist was a 

guest speaker at an academic func-

tion where a prominent politician 

happened to appear. The politician 

took the opportunity to schmooze 

the good doctor a bit and asked him 

a question with which he was most 

at ease.  "Would you mind telling 

me, Doctor," he asked, "how you 

detect a men-

tal deficiency 

in somebody 

who appears 

completely 

normal?"   

"Nothing is 

easier," the 

doctor replied. 

"You ask a 

simple ques-

tion which an-

yone should 

answer with 

no trouble. If the person hesitates, 

that puts you on the track."  

"What sort of question?"'  

The doctor explained "Well, you 

might ask, 'Captain Cook made 

three trips around the world and died 

during one of them. Which one?' ''   

The politician thought for a mo-

ment, and then said with a nervous 

laugh, "You wouldn't happen to have 

another example, would you? I must 

confess I don't know much about 

history." ─ from Mick Howe. 

 
From Larrikins in Khaki - Tales of 

Irreverence And Courage From 
World War II Diggers, by Tim Bowd-
en:  

Two Diggers are leaning against 
the side of a trench, smoking and 
holding their .303 rifles in one hand. 
A senior British officer followed by a 
gaggle of junior officers pick their 
way briskly past them.  

The Diggers don’t shift or salute. 
After the senior officer has passed, a 
junior officer spins around and 
comes back. “Don’t you know who 
that was?”  

     The Diggers consider the ques-
tion. One answers “Nope. You ever 
met him Barney?” “Nah, not me.”  

Junior officer: “That was General 
Birdwood!”  

The first Digger says, “Well he did-
n’t have feathers on his arse like any 
other bird would.” 

mailto:mulcahy@spiderweb.com.au
mailto:mulcahy@spiderweb.com.au
mailto:jackiecoghill@yahoo.com.au
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Full log-book servicing, roadworthy certificates, 
air-con repairs and servicing, brakes, clutches and 
all mechanical repairs. 

On 14 May the 2/3rd Australian Hospital Ship (AHS) 

Centaur (pictured below) was off the Sunshine Coast 

near Moreton Island en route from Sydney to Cairns 

when she was sunk by a Japanese submarine. Of the 

332 people on board, only 64 survived. 

In the early afternoon of 12 May Centaur had 

steamed from Sydney carrying members of the 2/12th 

Field Ambulance. Shortly after 4 am on 14 May, while 

most people were asleep, a torpedo struck Centaur's 

port side, hitting the oil fuel tank which ignited in a mas-

sive explosion. The bridge superstructure collapsed and 

the funnel crashed onto the deck.  

Everything was covered with burning oil and a fire 

quickly began to roar 

across the ship. Water, 

meanwhile, rushed in 

through the gaping hole in 

her side. Many of those on 

board not killed in the ex-

plosion or fire, were 

trapped as the ship started 

to go down bow first, and 

then broke in two. In just 

three minutes Centaur was 

gone. 

The survivors were at 

sea for a day and half be-

fore they were rescued. The ship's crew and medical 

staff suffered heavily, as did the 2/12th Field Ambulance 

─ 178 men, from a total of 193, died. It was the nurses 

though, who suffered the worst. Of the 12 nurses on 

board only one, Sister Nell Savage, survived. 

Although badly hurt herself, Sister Savage concealed 

her injures and gave what help she could to the other 

survivors. After sharks circled their raft, and when ships 

and planes passed without seeing them, a sing-along 

was organised to help keep up their spirits. For her 

"conspicuous gallantry" Sister Savage was awarded a 

George Medal. 

The loss of the Centaur deeply shocked Australia, 

and for many Australians she became a symbol of the 

determination to win the war.  

The attack on a clearly marked and illuminated hospi-

tal ship was taken as further proof that Australia was 

fighting against a brutal enemy. 

Centaur was a merchant vessel built in Scotland on 

the Clyde River, and was launched in 1924. Following 

Japan's entry into the war and the subsequent bloody 

fighting in Papua during 1942, Centaur was converted 

into a hospital ship with the aim of ferrying patients be-

tween Port Moresby and 

Townsville.  

Now the 2/3rd AHS Cen-

taur, the vessel had a fully 

equipped operating theatre 

and dental surgery, and 

could carry 252 patients.  

She was also clearly 

marked as a hospital ship. 

Around her freshly painted 

white hull a thick green 

band ran, broken in several 

places by large red cross-

es. At night, the vessel was 

brightly illuminated by powerful spotlights. Centaur had 

kept her civilian crew, but her medical staff were all 

members of the army.  

The men were from the Australian Army Medical 

Corps and the women were from the Australian Army 

Nursing Service.  

Centaur had only completed two voyages with pa-
tients, before she began her ill-fated third and final voy-
age.  

 

─ by Karl James, Australian War Memorial 2008. 

Hospital ship sunk off Sunshine Coast 
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OUT TO LUNCH 

ENJOYING fellowship and food at the April Rifle-

men’s Lunch at Mooloolaba Surf Club were (from 

top, from left) Jim Hardie, Ross Roberts and Les 

D’Alton; Kevin Lynch, Terry Lemcke and John 

Prince; Garry King, Mick Howe, Laurie Drinkwater 

with his granddaughter Eby, a serving ADF mem- 

ber, and Col Parkin. 

HEARD  THIS ONE? 
 

In the cemetery he saw four men carrying a coffin around 

and around, still going three hours later. He thought to 

himself: “They’ve lost the  bloody plot.” 
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SALUTE for the National 

Anthem at the Cotton Tree 

Cenotaph on Anzac Day 

(above left); Kate Haydock 

with Lisa Cotton (above) at 

Mooloolaba Surf Club gun-

fire breakfast; at Maroochy 

RSL (top right) Daryl Turner, 

John Oxenham, Mal Over-

end and Mick Gay; at the 

Mooloolaba breakfast  guest 

speaker Bill Ochman, who 

spoke about his Rwandan 

experience, Chantelle Minter 

and Ian Atkinson; Rhode-

sian Infantry group at 

Coolum (left). — photo sources 

here and opposite page include 

Sunshine Coast News, Facebook 

and Chantelle Minter. 

ONE of the oldest veter-

ans  taking part in An-

zac Day activities at the 

Cotton Tree Cenotaph 

was Bill White (right), 

98, who served in the 

Navy in World War Two. 
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WOULD YOU BENEFIT FROM AN 
ELECTRIC SCOOTER OR  
ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR? 
 
If you have a condition that impacts your mobility you 
may be eligible for an electric wheelchair or electric 
scooter through the DVA RAP program. To be 
eligible you must have the following: 
 
VETERAN GOLD CARD: Gold Card holders with a 
clinically assessed need that is due to a condition 
that affects mobility. 
 
VETERAN WHITE CARD: White Card holders with a 
clinically assessed need arising from a war-caused 
or service-related injury/disease/condition covered 
for under the Treatment Principles.  
 
The application for an electric scooter or wheelchair 
involves a comprehensive process and may take 
some time as it requires prior approval from DVA. To 
start the application process, talk to your general 
practitioner (GP) or medical specialist first as they 
will need to complete a medical questionnaire. 
 
Once you have medical clearance your ActivOT OT 
can complete the next steps.  Your OT will visit you 

in your home environment and assist you to work out 
what item will best suit your needs and make sure 
you have somewhere safe and secure to store it and 
charge it. Once approved your OT will arrange a trial 
of suitable electric scooters or wheelchairs to take 
place at your home. Then once it is delivered your 
OT will continue to work with you to ensure you can 
safely operate the scooter or wheelchair. 
 
We are happy to assist you in accessing eligible 
products and services you are entitled to through the 
DVA RAP program.  It is always our aim to work with 
you to help keep you living safely and independently 
in your home for as long as possible. 
 
 
Warmest wishes,  
Your ActivOT OT  
Nora 
 
Nora English 
Occupational Therapist 
M: 0435874440 
E: nora@activot.com.au    

ASK YOUR ACTIVOT OT 

ON Anzac Day at Nambour, Vietnam veteran 

John Enchong with  younger veteran Abby (left) 

and Kai; at Maroochy RSL after the community 

service (below, from left) Steve Searles, Bill 

Browne, Mary Martin, Jan Searles, Ray Smith. 
Lest We 

Forget 

VETERANS on the 

march at Quota 

Park, Nambour 

(above) and ca-

dets mount the 

catafalque  party 

at the Coolum re-

membrance ser-

vice.  

mailto:nora@activot.com.au
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Sources included:  

https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/defining-moments-

timeline  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Military_history_of_Australia_during_the_Vietnam_War 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar 

1 May, 1960: An American U-2 spy plane flying at 60,000 

feet was shot down over Sverdlovsk in central Russia on the 

eve of a summit meeting between President Dwight D. Ei-

senhower and Soviet Russia's Premier Nikita Khrushchev. 

The sensational incident caused a cancellation of the meet-

ing and heightened existing Cold War tensions. 

2 May, 2011: U.S. Special Operations Forces killed Osa-

ma bin Laden during a raid on his secret compound in Ab-

bottabad, Pakistan. Bin Laden had ordered the coordinated 

aerial attacks in the US of  September, 2001, killing around 

3000 people. 

7 May 1915: The British passenger ship Lusitania was 

torpedoed by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland, 

losing 1198 of its 1924 passengers, including 114 Ameri-

cans. The attack hastened neutral America's entry into World 

War I. 

13 May, 1968: Battle of Coral–Balmoral becomes the 

bloodiest engagement for Australians in Vietnam when 25 

Australians are killed and nearly 100 wounded during 26 

days of fighting in AO Surfers, north-east of Saigon. The op-

eration lasts till 6 June 1968. 

16 May 1868: In May 1868 the first Australian cricket 

team arrived in England for a series of matches. The tour 

made headlines in England and Australia and continues to 

be a significant moment in Australia’s cricketing history, ra-

cial relations and national identity. 

17 May 1932: Founding of the ABC (Australian Broad-

casting Commission). it remains Australia’s only advertise-

ment-free public broadcaster, and is seen by many as an 

essential part of Australian society. 

18 May 1813: Gregory Blaxland, William Charles Went-

worth and William Lawson became the first European set-

tlers to successfully navigate a path across the Blue Moun-

tains,. 

24 May 1962: Australian Minister for Defence Athol 

Townley announces the intention to send 30 Army advisers 

to South Vietnam. Three years later, on 27 May, 1 Battalion, 

Royal Australian Regiment, leaves for Vietnam on HMAS 

Sydney. 

24 May 1966: Death of Private Errol Noack, the first Aus-

tralian National Serviceman killed in the Vietnam War. He 

was a member of 5 Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, 

which was on its first operation since arriving. He was with B 

Company, which was helping clear an area where the 1st 

Australian Task Force base was to be built. PICTURED BE-

LOW: A road in the base was named after  him. 

26 May 1940: The Dunkirk evacuation began in order to 

save the British Expeditionary Force trapped by advancing 

German armies on the northern coast of France. Boats and 

vessels of all shapes and sizes ferried 200,000 British and 

140,000 French and Belgian soldiers across the English 

Channel by 2 June. 

27 May 1967: After 10 years of campaigning, a referen-
dum on Indigenous recognition in the Australian constitution 
was held. Nearly 91 per cent of the electorate voted to amend 
the constitution.  

May Timeline: From U-2 incident to referendum 
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Remember Lorrae Desmond? Five 

times she visited South Vietnam to 

entertain troops, particularly Australi-

an Diggers.  

Recently she was visited at her 

Gold Coast home by Queensland 

Governor Paul de Jersey for a private 

investiture ceremony as a Member 

(AM) in the General Division of the 

Order of Australia, which was an-

nounced on Australia Day this year. 

She had previously received an MBE. 

For those who served in Vietnam 

momentary relief from war service 

was always welcomed. One 'escape' 

was to attend concerts. Dozens of 

professional entertainers toured the 

war zone in concert parties.  

Many famous and less-well known 

Australian entertainers volunteered to 

perform in South Vietnam. Their con-

tribution to lifting the morale of men 

and women who faced a year in a 

war-zone was inestimable. Motivated 

by patriotism, or a simple desire for adventure, and willing 

to brave the obvious dangers one could face in Vietnam, 

hundreds of Australian performers made the trip, many 

more than once. Between 1967 and 1971 some 50 

troupes left Australia for Vietnam. 

Some, like Little Pattie and Col Joye, who were perform-

ing at Nui Dat on the day of the Long Tan battle, brushed 

up against significant military events. Mostly, however, the 

performances took place on less well-remembered occa-

sions.  

Lorrae Desmond had already performed in war zones 

for the British Foreign Office, but until Christmas 1967 had 

never performed for her own countrymen on active ser-

vice. More important than the shows, she felt, were the 

less public moments when she visited men in hospital or 

simply spent time sharing a meal or chatting with troops. 

There were several ways by which Australian entertain-

ers could get to Vietnam. Commercial agencies contracted 

performers, volunteers could make the journey through 

government sponsored Forces Advisory Committee on 

Entertainment (FACE) or the Australian Forces Overseas 

Fund.  

They received a daily allowance, transport, accommo-

dation (often rudimentary indeed) and a security guaran-

tee. The latter, of course, was a serious concern and the 

possibility of coming to harm in a country where violent 

death was commonplace sufficed to deter many perform-

ers from visiting Vietnam.  

      One Australian entertainer was 

killed. Cathy Wayne died performing at 

the United States Marine Corps base 

at Da Nang when she was shot in the 

chest. The sergeant accused of the 

killing was convicted, but served just 

two years before being released, leav-

ing the identity and motive a mystery. 

       Many other Australians also found 

themselves performing for American 

audiences. After auditioning in Sydney, 

Don Morrison's band, Xanadu, were 

contracted to play a series of shows at 

US bases. Ironically the band felt that 

they had no choice but to go overseas 

when two of their members became 

eligible for national service – 'running 

away to a war to avoid one' is how 

Morrison later described it.  

        Most entertainers endured a gru-

elling schedule of performances in a 

hot, humid, uncomfortable environ-

ment.  

Three shows of more than an hour 

each per day was not an unusual schedule.  

Whatever motivated entertainers to be there, performing 

a series of shows in Vietnam lacked the glamour that 

might have been associated with playing in Australia. But 

the musicians, dancers, comedians and others who put on 

shows for military personnel in Vietnam brought an hour or 

two of normality to men and women whose lives were con-

sumed by war. 
─ Vietnam information from https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/ 

 
PICTURED:  Lorrae Desmond dances with a Digger on 
stage at Nui Dat (above) and the Queensland Governor 
Paul de Jersey presents Lorrae with her Australia Day 
award, an AM. 

‘Those were the days, my friend, We thought they’d never end’ 

Page heading:  

Acknowledg-

ement Boris 

Foman/ Gene 

Raskin. 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
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 Answers from page 9 

Fireside with 

the 

Padre 

1. (c) English/French 

equally 

2. (b) Markhor 

3. (b) Carrots 

4. (a) Salt 

5. (c) Seven 

6. (a) Turmeric 

7. (b) Hinduism 

8. (c) Goodwill 

9. (c) Islamabad 

10. (c) Nine 

11. (b) Jupiter 

12. (b) Leonardo Di Caprio 

 

 

 

13. (b) Friends 

14. (a) Dictionary 

15. (a) Adele 

16. (a) Apollo 11 

17. (c) Barcelona 

18. (b) Instagram 

19. (c) 4 kilos 

20. (a) Mint Leaves 

Many of you know, Trevor Benneworth 

invited me to write Page 12 for the 

Radio School Magazine at our 

Vietnam Veterans’ Day luncheon two 

years ago.  It has been my privilege 

and blessing to do so ever since.  

As you know if you follow my 

ramblings, that I have included a 

segment for those who have 

influenced me during my military 

service.  If I have not mentioned you 

yet, your turn is coming.  

When I was at No. 1 Flying Training 

School for three years where I was the 

Admin and Air Force Law instructor, 

one of my tasks was to crank up the 

ground school program each week to 

ensure all students – Army, Navy and 

Air Force – received their full number 

of tutorial sessions before they moved 

on to the flying segment of their 

course.  

Traditionally, over the years, certain 

businessmen from the community 

were invited to speak on their 

profession and if they obtained 

business from the students, more luck 

to them. I made good friends with one 

of these businessmen who continued 

our friendship for many years after I 

was posted from 1 FTS.  

My friend wrote a book about his 

parent’s Italian heritage.  His book 

was called ‘A Shoe in My Cheese,’ 

which is explained within the pages. 

He gave his book to Annette and me 

on our 25th Wedding Anniversary.   

I decided that our long friendship, 

coupled with the fact of where we met, 

qualified him to fill the category of 

‘someone who influenced me in my 

RAAF career’.  So, I started a search 

where he is now located.  Horror of 

horrors, I discovered my friend was 

buried in the Werribee Cemetery after 

his death in 2000.  

As the sleuth I believe I was, I 

traced his daughter and phoned her 

office.  She was not in, but I left my 

phone number, to seek permission to 

use his photo and to tell his story in 

the Radio School Magazine.   

The following week, I received a 

phone call ─ from the gentleman I was 

seeking.  I sat in my chair shaking for 

fully 10 minutes, spluttering, “But you 

are dead!”  My friend explained the 

confusion that both he and his cousin 

were named after their great-uncle.  It 

was his cousin who died in 2000 and 

is buried in the Werribee Cemetery.  

I will leave the rest of this yarn to 

allow you to read Rino’s story in the 

Radio School Magazine. I do not know 

if any of our readers have had a 

similar call ‘from the grave’, but I can 

assure you, it truly shook me up.    

What has this tale to do with 

Chaplaincy?  His cousin was a 

Cardinal, twice a contender for Pope, 

but without success. We had many 

intriguing ‘in-depth’ conversations! 

It was great to talk with my friend 

and his wife for some time. But best I 

stop my chat here and wish you all 

God’s blessings for the month ahead. 

 

Arthur Fry 

Honorary Chaplain 
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The Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk in 

Seymour, Victoria, lays claim to being the only 

one of its kind in Australia dedicated to all Vi-

etnam Veterans. The walk has been created to 

represent and commemorate the sacrifices of 

the 60,000 service men and women who devoted 

their service in Vietnam. The names of each man 

and woman who served are inscribed across 106 

digiglass panels, superimposed upon which are 

many vivid photos that capture various aspects 

of daily life in-country. Rows of spotted-gums 

represent a rubber plantation and tussock grass-

es the rice paddies. Around the wall grounds are 

a replica Luscombe Bowl stage housing inter-

pretive maps and signage, a Centurion tank, 

Huey, artillery pieces, an M1A1 APC and a repli-

ca Long Tan Cross crafted by the very maker of 

the original. — from ‘Viet Nam Heritage - Healing 

Through History’ Facebook page. 

On the next page is our monthly Roll of Honour. Over the past year to February we 

published on a monthly basis an Australian Roll of Honour  for the Vietnam War (1962-

75) with a photo of each of them. We will continue to publish a monthly roll without the 

photos. Lest We Forget. 

‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them …’ 
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Roll of Honour – Vietnam, month of May 1962-75  


